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On April 30, approximately 400 leaders of 101 indigenous communities issued a joint proposal
for legislation governing the relationship of the nation's 230,000 indigenous people with the
government. The proposal marked the first legislative initiative with direct indigenous participation
in Brazil for the past 500 years. The bill was presented as an alternative to three legislative initiatives
sponsored by private organizations and government officials. According to Guenter Francisco
Lebens, secretary of the Indigenous Missionary Center, the two major innovations contained in the
legislation proposed by the indigenous leaders were the defense of indigenous autonomy alongside
the continuity of government responsibility and financial aid, and the authority to demarcate
internal indigenous territorial boundaries without prios government authorization. Under existing
legislation, only government authorities can define indigenous land boundaries, justified by the
"relative incapacity" of indigenous people. The indigenous leaders also created a commission to
represent the Brazilian tribes at the May 5-30 meeting of Latin American indigenous peoples to
prepare for the UN Conference on Environment and Development scheduled for June. [Sources:
Agence France-Presse, 04/30/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 05/04/92]
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